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During the course of an inspection of applicant's strip
ine on February 23, 1982, Inspector Horbatko was approached
y a drill operator and informed that a "slump" had occurred,
ae drill operator expressed some concern for his own safety.

Inspector Horbatko then went to the area of the spoil
ank that the driller had indicated and observed conditions
hat indicated to him that a "slump" had occurred.  A "slump"
lien was called by several other names during the course
E the hearing, is a movement in the spoil bank which
2sults in some of the material composing the spoil bank sliding
uwn the bank towards the bottom of the pit.  The word
slump" is not used to describe a complete spoil bank failure
lich would be similar to an avalanche.

A trench at the foot of the spoil bank called a catch
it is designed to catch any slumping material and keep it
com going into the pit area where the mining is being done.
he inspector testified that a slump does not create a
azard unless the sliding material is in such a quantity that
t fills the catch basin and then overflows out into the
srking area.  But the evidence that Inspector Horbatko saw
ogether with the concern expressed by the drill operator
ad him to believe that the slump had overflowed the
atch pit.  He considered the slump a hazardous condition
nd re-examined the company's books and found no notation
hat a slump had occurred.concerned about the later
